IDEALISTIC   THOUGHT   OF   INDIA
causes are mentioned. This idea, though superficially very simple,
is not so. To point out the cause of even a particular thing
involves the enunciation of a general law, which is a universal
proposition and is therefore the element of identity common to
all occurrences. This is certainly an ideal element; and explana-
tion now becomes the tracing out of this ideal element. It is an
ideal element, not merely in the sense of a universal common to
many particulars and picked up by thought, but also in the sense
that it is the perfect rational element of which the particulars
partake in different degrees.
We cannot stop with the conception of law. The idea of cause
has become that of law. But the cause must now be understood
to include all the invariable antecedents. As such it must be the
totality of things. It must be the whole prior to the effect, but
continuous with it. the But effect cannot be different from the
whole, and, as an antecedent of a new effect, it will be included in
the whole. So phenomenally considering, we may regard the
world as continually advancing and manifesting newer and newer
appearances. And this idea may be said to be presupposed by
the idea of cause. The conception of an ever-advancing universe
is closely connected with the idea of cause.
In the above development of the idea of cause, the totality of
the invariable antecedents is really the all-comprehensive Abso-
lute, which forms the ultimate ground of the effect. Whether this
Absolute is considered to be rational and an identity in difference
or as supra-rational and non-difference, the effect must come out
of it and must be absorbed into it. Taken as a whole, the Absolute
then is both the material and efficient cause of the world. And as it
includes the effect also in its next phenomenal advance, we arrive
in a different way at the Buddhistic idea that the world is not
different from the Absolute.
But often philosophical explanation is not given in terms of
cause as the sum-total of invariable antecedents. It is often an
interpretation in terms of something. In idealism, it is an inter-
pretation in terms of the highest that we have in our experience.
And even this highest is further sublimated and translated to a
still higher plane. In Western philosophy, the world is explained
in terms of self-consciousness, imagination, etc. But in Indian
philosophy, it has been understood in terms of illusion too. The
fashion of understanding the world in terms of illusion was set by
the Advaita, The other systems followed it, in order to meet its
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